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Organizing a community. — There is a unique organization which has its 
headquarters in New York and is known as the National Social Unit Organiza- 
tion. It recently published a series of pamphlets' which can be secured by 
addressing the organization at the Metropolitan Tower, New York City. This 
series of pamphlets sets forth in some detail the way in which a community can 
be organized for purposes of improving the life of its people. The example of a 
section of Cincinnati is perhaps the most concrete illustration of the way in which 
a community can be organized. The doctors of this community constituted 
themselves into a committee to provide for the health of all of the people. 
They were able in this organized way to reach much more systematically all of 
the cases that needed help than was possible under the older method of individual 
competition between members of the profession. Not only so, but this committee 
on health was able to bring about certain public reforms in the sanitary conditions 
of the community which supplemented the work of the public health department 
and improved very materially the health of the families which were part of the 
social unit. 

What was done in the field of medicine was done in other fields also. The 
lawyers organized themselves so that they could give advice to all of the people in 
the community who needed help. Any ordinary community includes a great 
many people who do not know how to protect their rights and who become the 
prey to all sorts of social difficulties because of their ignorance. If the community 
wishes to have everybody treated well and at the same time to secure justice in 
such matters as payment of obligations and completion of contracts, it can secure 
this result through a joint effort of all of the people who are engaged in carrying 
on the legal operations of the community. 

Recreation is a third matter which needs to be systematized. There are 
commercial agencies that prey upon the desire of a community for recreation. If 
the community can get its desires for proper recreation realized in an organized 
way, the evils can readily be removed. 

These examples serve to show the purpose of the National Social Unit Organi- 
zation. Cities have grown so large that they are no longer social units, and the 
political subdivisions which mark off large communities at the present time are 
not social units. There will have to be a new type of organization for welfare 
purposes and for the purposes of care of the community's interests. These 
will have to be worked out at first voluntarily and will later undoubtedly come 
to be parts of the machinery for the control of larger groups of people. The 
publications of the National Social Unit Organization show how this work is 
progressing as well as furnish examples of the success of the experiments that have 
been tried up to this time. 



The community center. — ^An author who has had experience in organizing 
community centers in the rural districts of West Virginia has put his experience 
and suggestions into a form' which will serve the purposes of both communities 

' Addresses delivered at the National Social Unit Conference, October 23-25, 1919. New York: 
National Social Unit Organization. 

' L. 1. Hanipan, The CommunUy Cmler. Teacher Training Series, edited by W. W. Charters. Bos- 
ton: Silver, Burdett & Co., 1920. Pp. ix 4-214. 



